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Renamed and 
revitalised local 
is bang on 
trend to be the 
place to stay 
and eat

Renamed to reflect the 
adjacent medieval bridge 
across the River Kennet, The Packhorse 
Inn, Moulton is now open for business. 
The location is a rural West Suffolk village 
just two and a half miles from Newmarket 
and part of the ancient route from Bury St 
Edmunds to Cambridge. The concept is 
much more modern. 
 
The Packhorse Inn is the bringing together 
of a number of strands to create both a 
traditional pub at the heart of the local 
community and a destination for a truly 
stunning dining and staying experience, 
attracting patronage from local businesses 
and visitors to the area. 
 
The drive behind the venture is Philip 
Turner, formerly a banker and corporate 
financier, who, as a Moulton resident, 
recognised the potential of this neglected 
pub and established Chestnut Inns to 
buy the freehold. Chestnut Inns secured 
additional funding under an Enterprise 
Investment Scheme attracting investors 
which include experienced operator David 
Minchin, husband of BBC News presenter 
Louise Minchin. The Packhorse is a 
seriously researched venture and a pilot for 
future Chestnut Inns’ investment 
in further sites in the region. 
 
To run The Packhorse, Philip 
identified talented management 
couple Chris and Hayley Lee. 
They are widely known for The 
Bildeston Crown which they 
managed for the past 10 years, 

achieving AA 3 rosettes status, Gold in 
the National Enjoy England Awards for 
Excellence for “Taste of England” and even 
a turn on the telly when Chris flew the flag 
for Suffolk, taking on The Hairy Bikers in 
their Tour of Britain series …and winning. 

“This is a new chapter, a fresh concept 
and a different type of challenge,” confides 
Chris. “A little daunting but we have had 
great support from our investors who 
believe in us and a fantastic welcome from 
the local community.  What more can you 
ask for?” 
 
The fresh concept is going back to what is 
best about a traditional local – a convivial 
atmosphere, welcoming landlord, use of 
seasonal, locally sourced produce, dog and 
family friendly facilities, and well-looked 
after beers.  But it doesn’t stop there. 
Mediocrity is most certainly not on the menu 
or indeed any aspect of this four bedroom 
country inn, which deliberately sets out to 
stretch the definition of “pub” to the limit. 

 www.thepackhorseinn.com
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