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TRAVEL AMSTERDAM

WHERE AND WHY A few years 
ago this country pub was a 
derelict eyesore in an 
otherwise picturesque village. 
Then local ex-banker Philip 
Turner bought it and turned it 
into an award-winner. Recently 
named among the top 10 
“boutique boozers” in Britain, 
the Packhorse has just eight 
rooms, giving it a cosy feel.
ON THE MENU  Chef Chris Lee 
has created a menu which has 
had critics and foodies beating 
a path to the door. My partner 
Gemma loved her starter of 
salmon gravadlax while my 
cumin-roasted scallops with 
black pudding couldn’t be 
faulted. The mains, fillet of cod 
with fennel & Jerusalem 
artichoke and braised lamb 
shoulder ‘hot pot’ were also 
good (around £18 each). But 
the dessert plate with apple 
crumble, Eton Mess, chocolate 
fondant and sticky toffee 
pudding (£8) was the highlight.
WHILE YOU’RE THERE It’s a 
great base from which to 
explore Cambridge and just 
minutes away is Newmarket, a 
busy market town and historic 
home of the sport of kings, 
with the horse-racing museum 
and National Stud.
WAKE-UP CALL Doubles from 
£160 per night including 
breakfast and dinner (Monday 
to Thursday), excluding 
Tattersalls Sales dates. 
thepackhorseinn.com, 
01638 751818
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CITY 
BREAK

With its canals, culture 
and cafés, Amsterdam 
is an intriguing blend 
of exotic and historic

WHERE TO STAY The 
five-star art’hotel is right 
opposite the main station. 
Our spacious, beautifully 
decorated room looked 
out over a canal. The hotel 
is full of amazing artworks 
and its friendly, helpful 
young staff must be hand-
picked for attractiveness. 
An Art Room, from £172 
per night, includes an 
outstanding breakfast. 
 artotelamsterdam.com 

TOP TIP For discount 
prices on excursions, 
canal cruises, museums 
and attractions, buy 
tickets from Tours & 
Tickets. tours-tickets.com

GETTING THERE One-
way Gatwick to Schiphol 
from £29.49pp easyjet.
com Airport to city centre 
train takes 20 minutes 
and is just £5 each way.
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BY JACQUI THAKE

MOVING EXPERIENCE
Even if museums aren’t your thing, 
be sure to visit the Anne Frank 
House. Avoid the worst of the 
queues by getting there early. 

We found it overwhelming. I 
defy anyone not to feel emotional 
seeing where the Jewish teenager 
and her family hid from the Nazis 
during World War II.

It was there she wrote her 
famous diary before dying aged 16 
at Belsen concentration camp. I 
was reduced to tears by the wall 
of pictures she cut from magazines 
to brighten her dingy surround-
ings. annefrank.org

Art lovers will enjoy the Rijks-

museum, the Van 
G o g h  a n d  t h e 
Stedelijk. If, like us, 

your time is limited, 
it’s still worth exploring the area 
for the sculptures and artwork on 
hoardings.

CAFÉ SOCIETY
The  customers in Amsterdam’s 
coffee shops are there for the 
cannabis not the cappuccino. It’s 
all legal and licensed. You can 

even choose from “hash” and 
“weed” menus. Not really our sort 
of joint, so we passed on that.

SAUCE WITH THAT?
I was aware that Amsterdam has 
a risqué reputation so I was 
prepared to see ladies of the night 
in the red light district. But we 
were quite taken aback to see so 
much flesh in the infamous shop 
windows in broad daylight.

WALK IN THE PARK
The oasis that is Vondelpark has 
10 million visitors a year. It’s the 
city’s largest park and there are 
lots of quiet places to chill. In the 
summer it puts on free concerts. 

MAKE A MEAL OF IT
Also free are the samples offered 
by the city’s many cheese shops 
– so many we skipped lunch.

But we dined more sumptu-
ously in the 5&33 restaurant – 
also a popular bar, library, lounge 
and art gallery – at the quirky new 
art’hotel. Its tapas-style dishes 
were the height of yumminess.
 reservations@5and33.nl

Wham, bam, Amsterdam 
– city of canals, cycles 
and coffee shops with  
exotic blends that 

customers smoke rather than sip. 
Then there’s the culture – from  
world-class art galleries to a red 
light district so infamous it’s a 
mainstream tourist attraction, the 
Netherlands capital really does 
have something for everyone. All 
aboard for a whistle-stop tour…

ON THE HOP
Arriving early in the morning, 
hubby Tom and I dumped our 
bags and jumped straight on the 
hop-on-hop-off bus to get our 
bearings. First impressions? 
This city is gorgeous. 
Enchanting gabled houses 
sit alongside more than 60 
miles of canals traversed 
by 1,500 bridges. 

Colourful markets, 
charming windmills, a 
confusion of trams, buses, 
cars and many thousands 
of bicycles all blend into a 
dazzling display.

We hadn’t realised 
there’s also a hop-on-hop-
off boat, but decided to get 
our water fix with a canal 
cruise. For yet another perspec-
tive on the city, take a night-time 
 cocktail or dinner cruise.

SADDLE UP
Talking of transport, the most 
popular way to get around is by 
bicycle. Forget lycra and helmets  
– most people here pedal around 
in their normal clothes. We even 
spotted cyclists whizzing around 
wearing high heels or carrying 
umbrellas. It does help that there 
are cycle lanes everywhere and 
there’s hardly a hill to be seen. 

Bear in mind the city has 60,000 
cycle thefts a year, so if you hire 
one watch where you leave it.

 A Dutch of magic
On the waterfront: 
Amsterdam has 
60 miles of canals

Emotional: 
Anne Frank 
museum

Dazzling: the 
flower market

Creative vibe: 
 the art’hotel


